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S.E.M 
Residence

How does one design a modern contemporary apartment building that is 

sited among a mass of structures designed with classical features? 
The design of the S.E.M Residence approaches this by subtly integrating elements from both typologies.
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L ocated in Thao Dien, 
District 2, Ho Chi Minh 
City, this contem-

porary serviced apartment 
serves as an extension to an 
existing condominium, the 
Hang Frank Condominium, 
and serves to provide the 
comforts of home living for 
short and long-term visitors. 
Ironically, the existing Hang 
Frank Condo is a modern clas-
sical building replete with a 
marble-clad façade and round 
columns arches, which is a 
far cry from contemporary 
architecture.

S.E.M Residence was 
designed with modern and 
spacious family suites that 
are complete with common 
facilities, and immediately 
draws one’s attention away 
from the general overall mass 
of the buildings within its 
vicinity. However, some clas-
sical architectural elements of 
the Hang Frank Condo were 
deliberately yet subtly inte-
grated into S.E.M Residence, 
thus creating complementary 
rather than a contradictory 
and total separation between 
the two different architectural 
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typologies. 
The S.E.M Residence 

consists of 9 floors with a 
sub-basement and has a total 
built-up area of 3,250 sqm. 
Facilities include a conve-
nience shop and a launderette 
at the ground floor while 
the café, outdoor café and 
gym room are placed on the 
rooftop. The 27 apartments 
are designed as 6 different 
unit types; Type A with 3 
bedrooms with a total area 
of 100 sqm; Type B with 2 
bedrooms with a total area 
of 70 sqm; Type C with only 
one bedroom with a total area 
of 61 sqm; Type D also with 
one bedroom with a total area 
of 60 sqm; Type E also with 
one bedroom with a slightly 
bigger total area of 68 sqm, 
and the penthouse on the top 
floor with a total area of 302 
sqm. There are 7 units of Type 
A, 6 units each for Type B, C 
and D, one unit of Type E and 
one penthouse. 

The colours of the Hang 
Frank Condo are also intro-
duced to S.E.M Residence, 
apart from new toned-down 
colours such as beige and 
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View towards the living and dining area of Type A unit
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The architeture 
of S.E.M 
Residence is 
compatible in 
scale with the 
design of the 
older adjacent 
Hang Frank 
Condo
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SITE PLAN
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white with dramatic touches 
of dark brown to accentuate 
the 2 ‘L’ shape feature walls. 
In essence, the two structures 
of the Hang Frank Condo and 
S.E.M Residence, whilst set 
apart by contrasting colours, 
are easily distinguished as 
one. Pure and clean lines 
characterize the general 
façade of the serviced apart-
ment, whilst large openings 
provide natural light to the 
interior spaces, also allow-
ing residents a commanding 
view towards Ho Chi Minh 

City or Saigon River. With 
daylight, the richness and 
warmth of the interior spaces 
are enhanced to create a 
cosy, welcoming and inviting 
effect. 

The constraints of height 
and space limitations made 
the project challenging for 
the architects, but the even-
tual results proved satisfying, 
with the typical layout plan 
achieving a high level of space 
efficiency without compro-
mising the comfort of usable 
spaces. 

ABOVE: Bedroom in Type A unit; BELOW: The gym room is served with garden terrace and a dynamic view of the Ho Chi Minh City ABOVE: Living area in Type C and D units; BELOW: Soft and hard landscaping complement the entrance
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