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A new highrise residential development in Penang presents 
a new take on clean and egalitarian modern 

architecture that echoes waterfront living.

PLACE
SUMMER
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The Summer Place develop-
ment consists of 550 units 
within a 16,187 square me-

tre land adjacent to a waterfront 
promenade. The master planning 
is simple and straightforward with 
three main components; the three, 
20-22 storey residential blocks or-
ganised in an inverted horseshoe, 
a 4-storey standalone multi-storey 
car park block parallel against the 
top of the horseshoe, and a central 
park in the enclosure shaped by 
the blocks. A continuous driveway 
is offset at the external parameter 
of the residential blocks provid-
ing accessibility to the respective 
entrance lobbies of each individual 
block whilst complying with fire 
safety regulations. The enclosure 
formed by the residential blocks 
around the park renders it totally 
private and hidden away from view. 

The shape and size of the 
complex was a potential problem 
in providing each unit with a view 
of the seafront. The solution to 

Front Elevation (Block 1) Side Elevation (Block 1)

The residential blocks organised in an inverted horseshoe
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this then, is to fold and unfold the 
otherwise linear block within the 
given square to best grant a sea 
view to all units, albeit indirect for 
some. The 3 separate linear blocks 
of apartments are also deliberately 
segregated to break the scale of 
horizontality. The building features 
clean and egalitarian modern 

architecture that echoes water-
front living and capitalises the 
panoramic sea view.

The park within is a large 
modern day oasis that is made 
up of landscape, organic shaped 
swimming pools, a playground and 
half a basketball court. The two 
parallel double-loaded corridor 

blocks are composed perpendicu-
larly against the sea and are set as 
far apart as possible to counter the 
high intensity of the development 
with a generously large central 
landscaped area. The centre block, 
which directly faces the sea, enjoys 
both the central park with the back-
drop of the sea view beyond.  

Block 1 - Level 1

Block 2 - Level 2 Block 1 - Level 2

Block 2 - Level 1

The playground, which is surrounded by the 3 residential blocks

A water feature within the park area
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